


Law Library Resource Center 

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF NON-COVENANT MARRIAGE 
(DIVORCE) WITH MINOR CHILDREN 

CHECKLIST 

You may use the forms and instructions in this packet if . . . 

 You want to file a petition for divorce, AND,

 You do not have a “covenant” marriage (These papers will not work for a covenant
marriage)* AND,

*What is a “Covenant Marriage”? As of August 21, 1998, the Arizona Legislature created a
new type of marriage called “covenant” marriage.  To have a covenant marriage, both  
husband and wife would have had to: 

1. sign papers requesting to have a covenant marriage;
2. attend pre-marital counseling; AND
3. your marriage license would say “Covenant Marriage.”

If you were married before August 21, 1998 and have not signed papers to convert your 
marriage to a covenant marriage, you do not have a covenant marriage.  If you still have 
questions about whether you have a covenant marriage, see a lawyer for help.  

 You and your spouse have minor children with each other AND,

 The minor child(ren) resided (lived) in Arizona at least 6 months before you file the petition
or you talked to a lawyer who advised you that you could pursue the case in Arizona AND,

 Either spouse lived in Arizona at least 90 days before you file the Petition, or is a member
of the armed forces and is stationed in Arizona at least 90 days before you file AND,

 You believe that the marriage is irretrievably broken (you and your spouse cannot make
this marriage work) AND,

You or your spouse have either tried to resolve your marital problems through Conciliation 
Services, or there is no point in trying to resolve your marital problems. 

READ ME: Consulting a lawyer before filing documents with the court may help prevent 
unexpected results.  A list of lawyers you may hire to advise you on handling your own case 

or to perform specific tasks, as well as a list of court-approved mediators can be found on the 
 Law Library Resource Center website.  
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LAW LIBRARY RESOURCE CENTER 
 
 

PARENTING PLAN INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
A.R.S. § 25-401 defines legal decision-making and parenting time as follows: 
 
 
1.  "Legal Decision-Making" means the legal right and responsibility to make all nonemergency legal 

decisions for a child including those regarding education, health care, religious training and personal care 
decisions.  

 
2.  "Joint Legal Decision-Making" means both parents share decision-making and neither parent’s rights 

nor responsibilities are superior except with respect to specified decisions as set forth by the Court or the 
parents in the final judgment or order.   

 
  

PARENTS PLEASE NOTE: Per A.R.S § 25-403.09, an award of joint legal 
decision-making or a substantially equal parenting time plan does not 
diminish the responsibility of either parent to provide for the support of the 
child.  Also note that joint legal decision-making does not necessarily mean 
equal parenting time.  A.R.S. § 25-403.02(E) 

 
 
3. "Sole Legal Decision-Making" means one parent has the legal right and responsibility to make major 

decisions for a child. 
 
4.  "Parenting Time" means the schedule of time during which each parent has access to a child at 

specified times.  Each parent during their scheduled parenting time is responsible for providing the child 
with food, clothing and shelter and may make routine decisions concerning the child’s care.   

 
You may view the “Parenting Time Guidelines” online at the Arizona 
Supreme Court’s website. 

 
 
 
Drafting a Parenting Plan: 
 
The written parenting plan pays attention to how the parents will make decisions pertaining to the child(ren)’s 
education, health care, religious training, and personal care; it is a blend of specific information with generalized 
plans of action.  It should reflect what the parents are currently doing or what they actually plan to do.  It should 
reflect a commitment to the minor child(ren)'s needs as predominant.  
 
If the parents cannot agree on a plan for legal decision-making or parenting time, each parent must submit a 
proposed parenting plan.  A.R.S. § 25-403.02(A) 
 
In order for the Court to approve a parenting plan, A.R.S. § 25-403.02 requires the Court to make the 
following findings: 
 

a.  The best interests of the minor child(ren) are served; 
b. The plan designates legal decision-making as joint or sole; 
c.  The plan sets forth each parent's rights and responsibilities for the personal care of the minor 

child(ren) and for decisions in areas such as education, health care, and religious training; 
d.  The plan provides a practical schedule of parenting time for the child, including holidays and 

school vacations; 
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e. The plan includes a procedure for exchanges of the child, including location and responsibility    

for transportation; 
f.  The plan includes a procedure by which proposed changes, disputes and alleged breaches may 

be mediated or resolved, which may include the use of Conciliation Services or private 
counseling; 

g. The plan includes a procedure for periodic review (e.g., parents agree to review the terms of the 
agreement every 12 months.); 

h.  The plan includes a procedure for communicating with each other about the child,            
including methods and frequency; 

i.  The plan includes a statement that each party has read, understands, and will abide by the 
notification requirements of A.R.S. § 25-403.05(B). (A parent must immediately notify the other 
parent if the parent knows that a convicted/registered sex offender or a person who has been 
convicted of a dangerous crime against children may have access to the child.  Notice must be 
provided (i) by first class mail, return receipt requested, (ii) by electronic means to an e-mail 
address the recipient provided to the parent for notification purposes, or (iii) by other 
communication accepted by the Court.)  

 
 
The following questions may be used as a starting place when drafting a parenting plan: 
 
 
1.  The geographical location of the parents:  Where do parents live relative to one another?  What are 

their addresses?  Permanent or temporary? 
 
2.  Arrangements regarding the residential requirements of the minor child(ren): How much time will 

the minor child(ren) spend with each parent?  Be as specific as possible, including days and times. 
 
3.  Arrangements for holidays and vacations:  What are your plans for summer vacation and school 

breaks?  List specific details including dates and times. 
 
4.  Arrangements for education:  How will decisions be made for educational matters?  For example, if 

preschool age, what school will the minor child(ren) attend?  If private school, who pays what? 
 
5. Additional transportation arrangements: Will any additional transportation arrangements be needed?  

If so, what will be the responsibilities of each parent? 
 
6. Determinations regarding minor child(ren)'s health care:  For example, how will medical decisions be 

made?  Who will provide insurance?  How are non-insured expenses paid?  Who decides on seeking 
non-emergency treatment?  Is there a dental plan?  If not, who will pay what? 

 
7. Arrangements regarding extraordinary expenses: For example, what financial arrangements are 

made for the minor child(ren) (such as each sharing extraordinary expenditures and the parent with whom 
the minor child(ren) resides bearing the ordinary ones during the minor child(ren)'s residency)? A fixed 
amount per month? 

 
8. Arrangements for minor child(ren)'s religious training, if any:  For example, how will decisions be 

made for religious training?  What, if any, are the plans for religious training? 
 
9.  Any other factors: What other arrangements (such as music lessons, sports/activity fees, camp or 

Scouts) are needed? 
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Person Filing:                                                                                                     

Address (if not protected):                                                                               

City, State, Zip Code:                                                                                        

Telephone:                                                                                                         

Email Address:                                                                                                  

ATLAS Number:                                                                                               

Lawyer’s Bar Number:                                                                                     

 
Representing        Self, without a Lawyer   or        Attorney for         Petitioner    OR        Respondent 
 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA 
IN MARICOPA COUNTY 

 
 

 

Name of Petitioner / Party A 

              SUMMONS 
And 
 
       
Name of Respondent / Party B 
 
 

 
WARNING: This is an official document from the court that affects your rights.  Read this carefully. 

If you do not understand it, contact a lawyer for help. 
 

 

 
 
FROM THE STATE OF ARIZONA TO:           
                                   Name of Opposing Party 
 
 
1. A lawsuit has been filed against you.  A copy of the lawsuit and other court papers are served on you                

with this “Summons.” 

 

2. If you do not want a judgment or order entered against you without your input, you must file a written 

“Answer” or a “Response” with the court, and pay the filing fee. Also, the other party may be granted 

their request by the Court if you do not file an “Answer” or “Response”, or show up in court.  To file 

your “Answer” or “Response” take, or send, it to the: 

 
 

 Office of the Clerk of Superior Court, 201 West Jefferson Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85003-2205 OR 

 Office of the Clerk of Superior Court, 18380 North 40
th

 Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85032 OR  

 Office of the Clerk of Superior Court,  222 East Javelina Avenue, Mesa, Arizona 85210-6201 OR  

 Office of the Clerk of Superior Court, 14264 West Tierra Buena Lane, Surprise, Arizona 85374. 

 

After filing, mail a copy of your “Response” or “Answer” to the other party at their current address. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Clerk’s Use Only 

       Case No.:  





 
Person Filing:                                                                                                     
Address (if not protected):                                                                               
City, State, Zip Code:                                                                                        
Telephone:                                                                                                         
Email Address:                                                                                                 
ATLAS Number:                                                                                                
Lawyer’s Bar Number:                                                                                      

 

Representing        Self, without a Lawyer   or        Attorney for         Petitioner    OR        Respondent 
 

 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA 
IN MARICOPA COUNTY 

 
 

 
        Case Number:       
Name of Petitioner / Party A      
 
 

PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
  
AND 
 

 
      
Name of Respondent / Party B 
 
 
 

 
WARNING: This is an official Order from the court.  It affects your rights.  Read this Order 

immediately and carefully.  If you do not understand it, contact a lawyer for help. 
 

 
 
 
 

Your spouse has filed a “Petition for Dissolution” (Divorce) or “Petition for Annulment” or “Petition for Legal 
Separation” with the court.  This Order is made at the direction of the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of 

Arizona in Maricopa County.  This Order has the same force and effect as any order signed by the judge.  You and 

your spouse must obey this Order.  This Order may be enforced by any remedy available under the law,               

including an “Order of Contempt of Court.”  To help you understand this Order, we have provided this  

explanation.  Read the explanation and then read the statute itself.  If you have any questions, you               
should contact a lawyer for help. 
 

 
EXPLANATION: (What does this Order mean to you?) 
 
1. ACTIONS FORBIDDEN BY THIS ORDER:  From the time the “Petition for Dissolution” (Divorce) or   

“Petition for Annulment” or “Petition for Legal Separation” is filed with the court, until the                  
judge signs the Decree, or until further order of the court, both the Petitioner and the Respondent                   
shall not do any of the following things: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR CLERK’S USE ONLY 
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Case No.    

 
 

 

3. ORDER TO PETITIONER:  You must serve a copy of this Order upon the Respondent, along with a copy 
of the Petition for Dissolution, Annulment or Legal Separation, the Summons, and other required court 
papers. 

 

4. WARNING: This is an official Court Order.  If you disobey this Order, the court may find you in contempt of   
court.  You may also be arrested and prosecuted for the crime of interfering with judicial proceedings         
and any other crime you may have committed by disobeying this Order.   

 

5. LAW ENFORCEMENT:  You or your spouse may file a certified copy of this Order with your local                     
law enforcement agency.  You may obtain a certified copy from the Clerk of the Court that issues this            
Order.  If any changes are made to this Order and you have filed a certified copy of this Order with your       
local law enforcement agency, you must notify them of the changes. 

 

6. DESCRIPTION OF THE PARTIES: 
 
 
Petitioner: 
 

Name:                                                                     Gender:  Male     Female 

Height:                                                                    Weight:      

Driver’s License (last 4 nos.)     

Date of Birth:                                                                   

 

 

Respondent: 

Name:                                                                     Gender:  Male      Female 

Height:                                                                    Weight:     

Driver’s License (last 4 nos.)                                   

Date of Birth:                                                                   

 
 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE SEAL OF THE COURT this            day of                               ,                      . 

 
 CLERK OF SUPERIOR COURT 

 
  
 By:                                                                                              , Deputy Clerk 
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NOTICE OF YOUR RIGHTS ABOUT HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE 
WHEN A PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION (DIVORCE) IS FILED  

(A.R.S. §20-1377 and §20-1408) 
 
 
Petitioner/Party A:        Case #:      
 
Respondent/Party B:        
 
WARNING: THIS IS AN IMPORTANT LEGAL NOTICE.  YOUR RIGHTS TO HEALTH 
INSURANCE COVERAGE COULD BE AFFECTED AFTER YOUR DIVORCE IS FINAL.  READ 
THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY.  IF YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND THIS NOTICE, YOU SHOULD 
CALL AN ATTORNEY FOR ADVICE ABOUT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS. 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION IF YOU ARE ON YOUR SPOUSE'S INSURANCE PLAN:  When a Petition for 
Dissolution of Marriage (papers for a divorce decree) is filed, you and/or your children may continue to be 
covered under your spouse's health insurance policy.  Arizona law allows the dependent spouse and/or 
children to continue to be covered, but you must take some steps to protect your rights.   
 
WHAT INSURANCE COVERAGE APPLIES TO YOU, AND HOW TO GET IT:  If you are covered by your 
spouse's health insurance, and you want to continue to be covered after the divorce is final, you must 
contact the insurance company as soon as possible, and you must start to pay the monthly insurance 
premium within 31 days of the date the insurance would otherwise stop.   
 
If you decide you want to be covered, the insurer can choose whether to continue coverage under the 
current policy, or to change the policy to your name.  If the policy is changed to your name, it is called a 
"converted"; policy.  If the policy is converted by the insurer, the insurer must provide you the same or the 
most similar level of coverage available, unless you ask for a lower level of coverage.   
 
WHAT COVERAGE APPLIES TO YOUR CHILDREN:  If you choose to continue coverage as a dependent 
spouse, you can also choose to continue coverage for your dependent children if you are responsible for 
their care or support.  
 
PREEXISTING CONDITIONS OR EXCLUSIONS FROM INSURANCE COVERAGE:  Whether the insurance 
is continued or converted, the insurance must be provided to you without proof of insurability and without 
exclusions for coverage other than what was previously excluded before the insurance was continued or 
converted. 
 
LIMITS ON RIGHTS TO INSURANCE COVERAGE FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN: You may not be 
entitled to continued or converted coverage if you are eligible for Medicare or for coverage by other similar 
types of insurance which together with the continued coverage would make you over-insured.  However, 
dependent children of a person who is eligible for Medicare may be covered by a continuance or a 
conversion. If you have questions about coverage, check with the insurer and/or the spouse's employer. 
 
OTHER OPTIONS FOR COVERAGE: Divorce is considered to be a life changing event that, under the 
federal Consolidated Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act ("COBRA"), may qualify you and/or your 
dependents with the right to continue health coverage under the spouse's group plan, if the employer has 
20 or more employees. To find out more about your COBRA rights, you can visit the United States 
Department of Labor ("USDOL") website at https:// www .dol. gov/ and search for COBRA, or you can call the 
USDOL at 1-866-487-2365. Divorce is also a life-changing event under the federal Affordable Care Act, 
which qualifies you and/or your dependents for a special enrollment period to obtain an individual health 
insurance policy regardless of any health conditions. Additional information is available at 
https://www.healthcare.gov/ or by calling 1-800-318-2596. 
 
 

WARNING TO THE SPOUSE FILING THE PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION (DIVORCE):  This Notice must 
be served on your spouse together with the Petition for Dissolution, the Summons, and the 
Preliminary Injunction. 
 

  Approved by Arizona Department of Insurance DRD16f 041017 
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Person Filing:                                                                                                     
Address (if not protected):                                                                               
City, State, Zip Code:                                                                                        
Telephone:                                                                                                         
Email Address:                                                                                                  
ATLAS Number:                                                                                                 
Lawyer’s Bar Number:                                                                                        

 

Representing        Self, without a Lawyer   or        Attorney for         Petitioner    OR        Respondent 
 

 
SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA 

IN MARICOPA COUNTY 
 
  Case Number:  
Name of Petitioner    
 ATLAS Number:  
  (if applicable) 
  

AFFIDAVIT REGARDING  
MINOR CHILDREN 

Name of Respondent  
 

   
 
 

 
NOTICE: This “Affidavit Regarding Minor Children” is required for all legal decision making 

(custody) cases.  If you are asking to modify an existing Arizona legal decision making (custody) 
order, it is only required if the children have lived outside the state at some time in the last 5 

years. 
 

Fill out this Affidavit completely, and provide accurate information.  Use additional paper if 
necessary.  You must give copies of this Affidavit and all other required documents to the other 

party, and to the judge. 
 

 
 
1. CHILDREN OF THE PARTIES WHO ARE UNDER 18 YEARS OLD.  The following 

child(ren) are under age 18 and were born to, or adopted by, me and the other party. 
 

Name:                                                              Name:       

Birthdate:                                    Age:             Birthdate:   Age:    

Name:                                                              Name:        

Birthdate:                                   Age:              Birthdate:   Age:    

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Clerk’s Use Only 
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Case No. __________________ 
 
2. INFORMATION REGARDING WHERE THE CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS OLD 

HAVE LIVED FOR THE LAST 5 YEARS (or since birth, if younger than 5). 
 

Child’s Name:                                                Dates: From                        To     

Address:                                                        Lived with:      

City, State:                                                     Relationship to Child:     

 

Child’s Name:                                                Dates: From                        To     

Address:                                                        Lived with:      

City, State:                                                     Relationship to Child:     

 

Child’s Name:                                                Dates: From                        To     

Address:                                                        Lived with:      

City, State:                                                     Relationship to Child:     

       

    

3. COURT CASES IN WHICH I HAVE BEEN A PARTY/WITNESS THAT INVOLVED THE 
LEGAL DECISION MAKING (CUSTODY) AND/OR PARENTING TIME OF THE  
MINOR CHILD(REN). (Check one box.) 

 I have   or  I have not been a party/witness in court in this state or in any other state that involved       
the legal decision making (custody) and/or parenting time of the child(ren) named above. (If so, explain    
on separate paper.  If not, go on.) 
 
Name of each child:                                                                                                                

Name of Court:                                                          Court Location:                                        

Court Case Number:                                                Current Status:                                        

How the child is involved:                                                                                                            

Summary of any Court Order:                                                                                                      

 
 
 
 
 

4. INFORMATION REGARDING PENDING COURT CASES RELATED TO THE     
LEGAL DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY (CUSTODY) OF THE MINOR CHILD(REN).   

 (Check one box.) 
 I do have     or  I do not have information about a legal decision making (custody) court case    
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Case No. __________________ 
 

relating to any of the children named above that is pending in this state or in any other state.  (If so,   
explain. If not, go on.) 

 
Name of each child:                                                                                                                     

Name of Court:                                                          Court Location:                                        

Court Case Number:                                                 Current Status:                                    

How the child is involved:                                                                                                              

Summary of any Court Order:                                                                                                        

 

5. LEGAL DECISION-MAKING (CUSTODY) OR PARENTING TIME CLAIMS OF ANY 
PERSON.  (Check one box.) 

 I do know      or  I do not know a person other than the Petitioner or the Respondent who has  
physical custody or who claims legal decision-making (custody) or parenting time rights to any of the           
children named   in this Affidavit.  (If so, explain below.  If not, go on.) 
 
Name of each child:                                                                                                               

Name of person with the claim:                                                                                                  

Address of person with the claim:                                                                                           

Nature of the claim:                                                                                                                   

 
OATH OR AFFIRMATION AND VERIFICATION  
 
I swear or affirm that the information on this document is true and correct under penalty of perjury.  
 
 
 
              
Signature         Date 
 
 
STATE OF                                                         
 
 
COUNTY OF                                                      
 
Subscribed and sworn to or affirmed before me this:                                                                                 by 
 
                                                                                                            (date) 
 
                                                                                                            . 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                             
(notary seal)                                                                  Deputy Clerk or Notary Public 
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ARIZONA LAW REQUIRES all actions for DIVORCE or LEGAL SEPARATION to 
include this NOTICE and for the person filing for Divorce or Legal Separation 

to SERVE this NOTICE on the other party. (ARS §25-318(F)). 

Person Filing:  
Address (if not protected):
City, State, Zip Code:
Telephone:
Email Address: 
ATLAS Number:            
Lawyer’s Bar Number:

Representing       Self, without a Lawyer   or        Attorney for   Petitioner    OR   Respondent 

SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA 
IN MARICOPA COUNTY 

Case Number: 
Name of Petitioner / Party A 

NOTICE REGARDING CREDITORS 

Name of Respondent / Party B 

YOU AND YOUR SPOUSE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR COMMUNITY DEBTS.  The court
usually requires/orders one spouse or the other to pay certain community debts in, or through, the Decree of 
Dissolution or Legal Separation.  A court order that does this is binding on the spouses only, not the creditors.  
You and your spouse are legally responsible for these community debts whether you are married, divorced, or 
legally separated. These debts are matters of contract between both of you and your creditors (such as      
banks, credit unions, credit card companies, utility companies, medical providers and retailers).   On request, the 
court may impose a lien against the separate property of a spouse to secure payment of certain community  
debts.  

CONTACT CREDITORS:  You may want to contact your creditors to discuss the debts and the effects of
your divorce/legal separation on your debts. To assist you in identifying your creditors, you may obtain a copy 
of your spouse's credit report by making a written request to the court for an order requiring a credit reporting 
agency to release the report to you.  The credit report will help you identify accounts, account numbers and 
account balances.  In addition, within thirty (30) days after receipt of a request from a spouse who is party to a 
divorce or legal separation, which includes the court and cause number of the action, creditors are required,   
by law, to provide information as to the balance and account status of any debts for which you or your spouse 
may be liable to the creditor.  

WARNING: If you do not understand this notice, you should contact an attorney for advice about your 
legal rights and obligations.   

The following page contains a sample form you may choose to mail to creditors to 
get information about debts owed by you or your spouse.  It is not a required form. 

DO NOT FILE THE NEXT PAGE WITH THE COURT. 

For Clerk’s Use Only 
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   Case No. 

REQUEST FOR ACCOUNT INFORMATION FROM CREDITORS 

You may use this form to request information about debt owed by you or your spouse. 
If so, send to the creditor.  DO NOT FILE THIS PAGE WITH THE COURT. 

DATE:  

CREDITOR’S NAME:  

CREDITOR’S ADDRESS: 

Regarding: Superior Court of Arizona in Maricopa County 

Case Name:  

Case Number:  

Pursuant to Arizona State Law (ARS §25-318), this letter requests the balance and account status of any debt for 
which the following individuals may be liable to you.  (Arizona law requires that you provide this information 
within thirty (30) days of receipt of this letter.) 

INFORMATION ABOUT DEBTORS/SPOUSES: 

Your Name:  

Your Address:  

Your Phone Number:  

Your Spouse’s Name:  

Your Spouse’s Address:  

INFORMATION ABOUT THE ACCOUNT: 

Account Number(s):  

If you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Your name: 

Your signature: 
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